CHAPTER  XXIII
IF Napoleon was often deceived, he often himself used artifice to secure the success of his plans. A proof of this is the diplomatico-military comedy which I am about to relate, and in which I played my part. This will give you the key of the intrigues which, in the following year, caused the war between Napoleon and the King of Prussia; but to understand it rightly we must go back two months, to the time when the French troops were proceeding by forced marches from the shores of the ocean to the Danube. In order to reach the Upper Danube from Hanover, the shortest way for the first army corps, under Bernadotte, lay through Anspach. This little country belonged to Prussia, but being separated from it by several principalities of the third rank, it had always been, in former wars, considered as neutral territory, through which either side might pass, on paying for what it took and abstaining from all acts of war. This being the recognised state of things, French and Austrian armies had often, in the days of the Directory, traversed, the Margraviate of Anspach without giving notice to Prussia, and without her resenting it. Napoleon, profiting by this custom, ordered Bernadotte to go by way of Anspach, which he accordingly did. As soon, however, as the Queen of Prussia and her Court, who detested Napoleon, learnt that the French corps were taking that line of march, they exclaimed that Prussian territory had been violated, and seized the opportunity to rouse the passion of the nation and loudly demand war. The King of Prussia and his minister, Von Haugwitz, alone resisted the general excitement. It was October, 1805, just when hostilities were about to break out between France and Austria, and Russian armies were of my regiment, I always told the exact truth.lso been much weakened, Napoleon reprimanded him severely. Morland, deeming himself very fortunate in getting off with a few remarks, came up to me as soon as the Emperor was at table, and thanked me warmly, telling me that some thirty chasseurs had just rejoined, and that a messenger arriving from Vienna had fallen in with more than a hundred between Znaym and Brunn, and a good many more this side of Holla-er. So I allowed myself to be-striansnd fight, where the bayonet
